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In this newsletter :
Worming, Microchips & Passports

Worming
It  is  important  every horse  has  an  annual  worming  program  but  this  will  vary  according  to
individual situation and the products used.  If at livery the worming program should be based on a
yard policy. This will  include regular treatments throughout the summer, as well as Spring and
Autumn doses for tapeworms. All  new horses coming on to yards and those not fully wormed
through  the  summer  should  have  a  treatment  (eg  Panacur  Equine  Guard)  against  encysted
redworms. 
It is advisable to remove droppings at least twice weekly and to avoid overcrowding of pasture. To
minimise over worming we can conduct faecal worm egg counts and advise on ideal timing. We can
also take a blood sample to test for levels of tapeworms. If interested in either of these, please
contact us at the practice. 

Below are details on the most common types of worms.
Small Redworms (Cyathostomes)
The most common worm found in horses, they are up to 2.5cms long, thin and reddish in colour.
Ingested while grazing, the larvae migrate to the large intestine, where they can become dormant as
cysts in the gut wall. This can lead to reduced absorption of nutrients. These dormant larvae can
emerge all  at  once without warning, typically in late winter/early spring.  Clinical signs include
diarrhoea, rapid and severe weight loss, and colic. It can cause sudden deaths.

Large Redworms (Strongyles)
These are reduced in prevalence due to the use of modern wormers. However, they can still be very
serious, causing colic and are potentially fatal.

Tapeworm (Anoplocephala)
Becoming more common, with as many as 2 out of 3 horses infected. They are white in colour and
normally 4-5cm, although they can become as long as 20cm in length. Present in the small and large
intestines of horses. Clinical Signs include hair loss, enteritis, colic, and  fatal perforation of the
small intestine.

Pinworms 
These lay eggs around the rectum causing local irritation.�

Bots
The adult worms in the stomach rarely cause disease, but the flies cause annoyance as they lay their
eggs on the skin.



Wormers available
Basically there are only 4 worming drugs on the market:
Fenbendazole: Panacur (oral paste or 5 day guard) Treats roundworms.
Ivermectin: Noromectin (syringe) & Vectin (chewable tablets) These both contain ivermectin, and
treat roundworms, pinworms & stomach bots. Each syringe and box of tablets contains enough to
dose a 700kg horse. They are essentially the same product.
Moxidectin: Equest Treats roundworms and pinworms.
Pyrantel: Strongid P & Pyratape P
These treat roundworms at the regular dose, and roundworms and tapeworms at the double dose. 

Resistance
Resistance to Panacur is becoming common. This is particularly the case in situations where horses
have grazed the same pasture for years and received regular treatment with  Panacur. There has
been some resistance to ivermectin in cattle but this is not yet a significant problem in horses. To
our knowledge all the various forms of ivermectin are all as effective as each other.
Worming Routine
Our current recommendation for your horses' worming programme is to routinely worm throughout
the summer, and in spring and autumn your horse receives a treatment for tapeworms. The standard
practice is to rotate worming products on an annual basis: eg use a fenbendazole product in the 1st
year, ivermectin the 2nd and pyrantel the 3rd year.
It is recommended that horses wormed with an ivermectin wormer are treated every 8-10 weeks,
pyrantal every 4-6 weeks and fenbendazole every 6-8 weeks. 
In the past tapeworms were not considered a significant problems in horses, and generally that is
still true. However, with the greater effectiveness of wormers, tapeworm numbers in the gut appear
to be higher than previously reported, and they have been implicated in some forms of colic. It is
recommended that horses are treated for tapeworms twice a year, in April and September.

Passports
Adult horses born before 30 June 2009 and not previously issued
with  a  passport  must  have  one  by  31  December  2009.  Only
owners can apply for passports.
The  passport  must  accompany  the  horse at  all  times  unless
stabled, at pasture, or moved on foot when the passport can be
made available within three hours. You may be asked to produce
your horse’s  passport  without  delay at  any show or event  you
enter.

When  a  horse passes  away,  the  owner  must  send  the  passport  back  to  the  Passport  Issuing
Organisation (PIO) within 30 days to be recorded. The passport may be returned to the owner once
the process is completed.
If the passport is not available or the vet doesn’t not know if the horse is not intended to
enter the food chain, then drugs such as bute, which cannot enter the food chain, cannot be
given to the horse. Therefore please have the passport available when you call us out.
For more information visit http://www.scotland.gov.uk
Microchipping

All foals born after July 1st and all horses born before June 30th but don’t
already have  a  passport,  require  having  a  microchip implanted  by a
veterinary surgeon when their owners apply for a horse passport (The
Horse Identification (Scotland) Regulations 2009).  Compulsory micro-
chipping  aids  accurate  identification  as  it  provides  a  permanent  link
between the horse and its passport.


